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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of March Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on 
Wednesday, 19th March 2014 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Larry Bannon, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Gearoid O Bradaigh, John Browne, 


Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, 
Paul Connell, John Duffy, Sean Farrell Frank Kilbride, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, Padraig Loughrey, 

Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, P.J Reilly, 

Mae Sexton, Barney Steele and Thomas Victory.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.
APOLOGY:

            Councillor Luie McEntire.     

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor J. Duffy, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th February 2014 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, the Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 27th February 2014 were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Bus Service from Cavan to Longford. 

The members welcomed the announcement that the National Transport Authority proposes, following a tendering process, to enter into a public transport service contract for a bus service from Cavan to Longford.

VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Farrell family, Clonkeen, Longford on the sudden death of James. 
PRESENTATION BY THE IRISH DEAF SOCIETY.

Mayor Bannon welcomed Ms. Elaine Grehan-Duke, Advocacy Manager, Irish Deaf Society, and Ms. Mary Stringer, Interpreter, Sign Language Interpreting Service.

Ms. Grehan-Duke addressed the members in relation to the official recognition of 
the use of sign language within the Irish Constitution.  Ms. Grehan-Duke stated that Irish Sign Language is the first language of the deaf community. The language is extremely important for deaf children.  If sign language gains official recognition within the Irish Constitution, it will mean that there will be more legal rights for ISL users, better access to public services, better education for Deaf children, better third level education and training for Deaf adults, and better interpreting quality.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P. Connell, it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council support the Irish Deaf Society in relation to the official recognition of the use of sign language within the Irish Constitution.
Ms. Grehan-Duke thanked the Mayor and Members for their support and 

Councillor Peggy Nolan for organising the presentation.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 6th and 15th January 2014, which had been circulated, were noted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS, HOUSING & BUILDING.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that three public liability claims were received during February 2014.

Annual Financial Statement 2013.

Mr. Lynch outlined the details of the Draft Annual Financial Statement 2013, under the following headings  -
· Summary of Results (Revenue).

· Significant Items Income (Revenue A/C)

· Local Government Fund 

· Rates: 

· County Charge.
· Road Grants: 

· Higher Education grants 

· Housing Grants.

· Goods & Services.

· Significant Items Expenditure (Revenue A/C)

· Payroll & Pension Costs.

· Operational Expenses.

· Administration Expenses.

· Establishment Expenses.

· Financial Expenses.

· Miscellaneous Expenses.

· Collection Accounts –  Arrears, Debtors Accounts.

· Rates.

· Rents

· Water

· Loans.

· Development Contribution Summary.

 Capital Account Summary.

· New Issues for 2014- 
· Unification of Longford Town and County Financial Systems into a single entity.

· Harmonisation of Rates for Longford Town and County. Savings required to achieve this.

· Implementation of Shared Services Programme in particular payroll and treasury management

· Irish Water reporting requirements

	


The Head of Finance replied to queries raised by the members.
On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Annual Financial Statement 2013.
Additional Expenditure under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001.  

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed to approve of additional expenditure under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001, as circulated to the members.
Disposal of property at Bawn, Drumlish, Co. Longford 

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor G. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at Bawn, Drumlish, Co. Longford to Laszlo Kozma & Fiona McTiernan in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 3rd March 2014

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE,

CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES, 

PLANNING & BUILDING CONTROL.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since the February meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
2013 Annual Report of Longford County Council Audit Committee.

Ms. Karen Clabby, Chairperson of the Audit Committee, presented the 2013 Annual Report to the meeting.

Ms. Clabby outlined the details of the sixth Annual Report of the Audit Committee under the following headings  -

Section 1
-
Background to Audit Committee.

Section 2
-
Role & Functions of the Audit Committee.

Section 3 
-
Membership of the Audit Committee.

Section 4
-
Chairpersons Statement.

Section 5
-
Operation of the Audit Committee.

Section 6
-
Audit Committee Activities and Related Outcomes.

The Committee met five times during 2013.  
Ms. Clabby stated that the Committee strives to identify the most pressing issues which require particular attention within the constraints of the time and resources which are available to the Committee. 

In order to structure the work programme for the year, the Committee firstly takes the lead from the Local Government Auditor’s Report. The 2012 Statutory Audit Report was published on the 12th July 2013. The Local Government Auditor focussed on four issues :-
(a) Collection performance.

(b) Housing Loans.

(c) Longford Pool Construction Limited.

(d) Development Levies.

The Audit Committee also examined the following areas  -

(a) The financial standing and performance of the Authority through 2013 and going forward.

(b) Enforcement of Development bonds.

(c) Longford Local Authorities Risk Register  - The Audit Committee recommends that the incoming Audit Committee should monitor the Risk Register.

(d)  DOE Vehicle Testing.

(e) Service Indicators Report 2011.

(f) Mobile Phone Tender.

(g) Public Procurement. 

The Audit Committee made various recommendations to the Management Team in relation to these matters.

Ms. Clabby replied to queries raised by the members and thanked the County Manager, Head of Finance, Management Team, Internal Auditor and staff of the County Council for their assistance throughout the year. 
The Mayor and County Manager thanked Ms. Clabby and the Audit Committee for their work over the past five years.

Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2014.

Mr. Ciaran Murphy,  Senior Executive Officer, outlined the details of the new Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2014, which came into effect on the 1st March 2014.
These Regulations strengthen the current arrangements in place for the control of building activity by requiring greater accountability in relation to compliance with Building Regulations in the form of statutory certification of design and construction, lodgement of compliance documentation, mandatory inspections during construction and validation and registration of certificates.   

The Building owner is ultimately responsible for ensuring that buildings and building works are carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Building Regulations. 
Granard Visitors Centre Project.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride it was unanimously agreed that Longford County Council provide support, by way of guarantee,

to the Granard Visitors Centre project.
Local Elections 2014  - Issuing of Polling Information Cards to Local Electors.
Mr. Sheridan informed the meeting that every person aged 18 years or over is entitled to be registered as a local government elector for the local elections for the electoral area in which they ordinarily reside.  Every Irish and other EU citizen living in Ireland aged 18 years or over is entitled to be registered to vote at the European Elections in Ireland to be held on the 23rd May 2014.  Citizenship is not a requirement for voting at the local elections.   Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor T. Victory seconded the issuing of Polling Information Cards to Local Electors who do not qualify to vote in the European Elections (non Irish and EU citizens).

Mr. Sheridan informed the members that the Count following the Local Elections will be held in the Community Centre in Kenagh.

Local Elections 2014 (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) - Guidelines for Candidates.

Local Elections 2014 (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) - Guidelines for Candidates, as circulated, was noted.

Closure of  Polling Stations.

Mr. Sheridan replied to queries raised by Councillor M. Carrigy regarding the polling  stations that will not be in use for the forthcoming local elections, following the revision and reduction of electoral areas. 

Councillor F. Kilbride proposed and Councillor G. Brady seconded that the County Registrar be requested to use the Polling Station at Bunlahy for voting at the next General Election.

Official Opening of Granard Branch Library.

Mr. Sheridan stated that contact will be made with Minister Hogan regarding a date for the official opening of the refurbished Granard Branch Library.

Public Area Enhancement Scheme.

Mr. Sheridan outlined details of Circular Letter LGF 02/14 – Public Area Enhancement Scheme.  The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government has allocated €70,000 to Longford County Council for this once-off scheme which is intended to support community efforts for the purpose of enhancing public areas before and during the summer tourist season.

Notice of Motion.

Organisational Review for Longford Local Authorities.-

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor D. Glennon and seconded by Councillor T. Victory -

“That the report commissioned by this Council, through the Institute of Public

Administration, a number of years ago and to which many Councillors made oral

submissions be provided to Councillors before the end of the life of this Council.”

Mr. Sheridan stated that the Institute of Public Administration was engaged to draft a report on Organisational Review in 2010.  However, the National Workforce Planning Report and the integration of the County and Town Councils superseded this report.
Councillor D. Glennon proposed and P. Nolan seconded that a copy of the report be circulated to the members.

Playground Development in Dromard.
In response to a query raised by Councillor Martin Mulleady regarding the completion of the playground in Dromard, Mr. Sheridan stated that he will organise a meeting with the Playground committee in an effort to determine the appropriate course of action to take to complete the project. 

INFRASTRUCTURAL, ENVIRONMENTAL & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Minutes of Local Electoral Area Committee Meetings.

The minutes of Longford Local Electoral Area Committee meetings held on the 1st October and 5th December 2013 were noted.

The minutes of Ballymahon Local Area Committee meeting held on 8th October 2013 were noted.

The minutes of Granard/Drumlish Local Area Committee meeting held on 23rd September 2013 were noted.

Minutes of Transportation, Road Development & Maintenance and Road Safety Policies Strategic Policy Committee.

Minutes of Transportation, Road Development & Maintenance and Road Safety Policies Strategic Policy Committee meetings held on 23rd September and 10th December 2013, which had been circulated, were noted.

Notices of Motions.

Disposal of Household Waste.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. Victory and seconded by Councillor D. Glennon  -


“That Longford County Council would carry out checks in illegal dumping black spot areas for evidence of disposing of household waste legally.”
Mr. Kilgallen stated that the Council is deploying all available resources to investigate what appears to be increasing incidence of illegal disposal of household waste. 

As well as investigating complaints received from the general public, the Litter Wardens routinely patrol areas with a known history of unauthorised disposal.  Where such fly tipping is discovered, the material is searched for evidence to link it to those responsible.  In many cases, the waste is devoid of any evidence.

Should any unauthorised disposal of waste come to the attention of the Members or others, they should inform the Environmental Section of the Council, and every effort will be made to investigate such reports and find evidence for prosecution.

It was agreed that Councillor Victory’s Motion and a suggestion by Councillor M. Carrigy regarding the publicising of the names of people who receive litter fines be referred to the Water Services and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee for consideration.
Road Safety Measures.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor D. Glennon and seconded by Councillor T. Victory  -

“That Longford County Council asks that the National Roads Authority to implement the following Road Safety Measures over the coming years  -
· According to the Road Safety Authority (RSA) as many as one in five fatal road accidents are as a consequence of driver tiredness or fatigue.  One of the RSA recommended, indeed obvious, actions that 
should be taken by tired drivers is to pull into a safe place and rest.  

This council proposes that the NRA provides a far greater 
number of safe and secure 
lay-bys on our National Primary Road Network and in particular our dual 
carriageways as the existing few are wholly insufficient and too far apart.(b) 

· That the remains of blown out tyres on our Road Network be removed immediately after the tyre has been replaced and not left for days as currently appears too often to be the case, thereby posing a serious risk to other road users.
Mr. Kilgallen responded that the Council will take effective and efficient action as soon as road debris comes to its notice, and also write to the National Roads Authority, as adopted, in relation to the provision of extra lay-bys on the National Primary Road Network. 
Water Conservation.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor D. Glennon and seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride  -

“Now that domestic water must be paid for by the user in the near 
future, that this Council requests that Irish Water provide practical and detailed water conservation guidelines to every householder in Ireland so that people can start putting these conservation measures into practice in advance of the implementation of water charges and not just rely on website guidelines.”
The Council will write to Irish Water as adopted.

Treatment Plant in Ballinalee.

Councillor M. Carrigy again raised the issue regarding the screening of the Treatment Plant in Ballinalee.

Mr. Kilgallen recommended that funding for the screening of the Treatment Plant in Ballinalee be considered in the context of the 2015 Budget and that, in the meantime, an appropriate screen be erected at the site.

Meeting with National Roads Authority.

It was noted that the National Roads Authority has been requested to receive a deputation from Longford County Council.   

General Items.

Correspondence -  as circulated.

Letter dated 10th February 2014 received from the Office of the Minister for Health regarding “Walk In Medical Card Offices” was noted.
Letter dated 20th February 2014 received from the Office of the Minister for Justice & Equality regarding Garda vetting was noted.
Letter dated 21st February 2014 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government regarding the future of community and rural development in Longford was noted.
Letter dated 25th February 2014 received from the Office of Mr. Pat Rabitte, T.D., Minister for Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources regarding the roll out of natural gas to 

Longford was noted.
Letter dated 27th February 2014 received from the Office of the Minister for Housing and Planning regarding the following issues was noted  -
· Local Property Tax/Local Property Tax on Social Housing.

· Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability  -
Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Mayor L. Bannon seconded that a letter be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government requesting the houseowners who have signed over their homes to their sons/daughters should still be considered for grant aid under the Housing Adaptation Grants Scheme.
· Building of OPD’s.

Letter dated 7th March 2014 received from the Office of the Environment, Community & Local Government regarding Funding for Repairs and Associated Costs following Severe Weather from the 13th December 2013 to 6th January 2014 was noted.
Notices of Motions.
I.D.A. Investment.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady -

“I am requesting the I.D.A. to focus more on County Longford. There appears to be an improvement in inward investment into Ireland and that is welcome, but it is no different than before. The focus is on Dublin, Cork and other larger towns.   

The closest mention County Longford got was that the I.D.A. are looking at Athlone. Longford is in need of some help. I propose that representatives from the I.D.A. be invited to a County Council meeting.”
The members agreed the necessity to attract investment into the county and also the need to heighten the profile of County Longford. 

Mr. Sheridan stated that the executive are in ongoing contact with the I.D.A. and Enterprise Ireland.  He referred to the sub-committee of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council which was established in 2013 to examine future economic opportunities in the County and referred also to the research programme on medium sized enterprises in County Longford being carried out by Mr. Ciaran Mac An Bhaird, Economics Lecturer, D.C.U.

County Longford Tourism Committee  -  A.G. M.

Councillor M. Carrigy informed the members that the A.G.M. of the County Longford Tourism is being held in Newcastle House, Ballymahon on Thursday, 20th March 2014.

Suspension of Standing Orders.

Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor T. Victory seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow the meeting continue.

Hotels in County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor T. Victory -      

“Are any hotel chains enquiring or showing any interest in locating in County Longford?

 
Mr. Sheridan updated the members regarding hotel accommodation in the County.

Relocation of Government Department.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor T. Victory -

“The effects of the closure of Connolly Barracks is very evident on Lower Main Street in Longford town. I propose that Longford County Council requests the Government to relocate a Government Department to compensate for the loss of the Army Barracks.”
It was agreed that a letter will be sent to the Department of the Taoiseach.
Conferences 
Report from Corporate Policy Group.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
1st May 2014.
Signed: _______________

             Mayor.

PAGE  
6

